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AMERICA’S RELIGIOUS CONFLICT 


ROTESTANTS see in American Catholicism an efficiently 
organized, energetic, ‘“on-the-make”’ pressure group 
which is driving toward social and political power in the 
United States. Meanwhile, the members of this pressure 
group, while remaining separated socially from all non- 
Catholic citizens, maintain religious allegiance to a spiritual 
leader who is himself a foreigner, and whose predecessors 
have sought and held temporal power and declared their right 
to hold it—and declared also that their mission, assigned to 
them by God, is to convert the world to their faith and to 
their rule. It worries the Protestants and it should. 
{Yet this concern among Protestants would not arise if 
Protestantism were not also lacking in spirituality. If 
Protestants were practicing Christians in the original sense 
if this phrase the present state of American Catholicism 
ould be looked upon as a ridiculous parody of the religion 
founded by Jesus, and would be treated as if it were just that. 
but since there is a lack of spirituality on both sides, the 
aims of Catholicism to alliance with God must be treated 
yy Protestantism as possibly valid—as possibly valid as its 
wn. That Catholicism’s claims could be reduced by an ex- 
hibition of genuine Christianity on the part of Protestants, 
r that Protestantism’s claims could be thinned down by 
an uprising of honest fervor among Catholics, is too apparent 
solution. It is true, but it is hopeless, and therefore it is 
inreasonable.—THOMAS SUGRUE, in A Catholic Speaks His 


ind on America’s Religious Conflict. Just published by Harper & 
Bros, New York. 
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Nationwide Presbyterian Crusade Proposed 





Doubled Membership by 1961 


TO THE OUTLOOK: 

For the final twelve months of these 
five years of “acquaintance and coopera- 
tion” (with other Presbyterian bodies), I 
suggest that our General Assembly this 
June adopt and commend to the USA and 
UP Assemblies, a program of research, 
with a view toward a united Centennizl 
Crusade for Christ. 

The object would be to plan a strategy 
of evangelism and church building, county 
by county, and suburb by suburb, which 
would, in the five years from Jan. 1, 1954, 
reach as many for Christ as are now on 
our rolls, or double the communicant 
membership of our church (or the number 
of Presbyterians in the United States) by 
Jan. 1, 1961. 

Perhaps the best way for the program 


THE FELLOWSHIP OF PRAYER 


Take a Child 


They had discussed with one another 
. - He took a 








who was the greatest . . 
child.—Mark 9:34,36. 

Take a child, as Jesus did, and “put 
him in the midst” of the questions our 
world asks today, then see how the 
answer lights up from the face and 
heart of that child. 

Take a child and put him in the 
midst of modern war (he often gets left 
in the middle) and see what war does to 
that child and what the judgment of 
that child would be upon war. 

Take a child and put him in the midst 
of an alcoholic home (children are all 
too often caught in the middle there) 
and see what that home does tv that 
child. 

Take a child and put him in the midst 
of our widespread materialistic culture, 
where social standing so often seems to 
depend on who has twe cars, er a tele- 
vision set. Then see what ihat kind of 
culture does to the ideals and character 
of a child. 

No wonder Jesus said that unless we 
come to have the humility and love of a 
little child, we need not worry whether 
we shall be first in the kingdom of God; 
we won't get in at all, even to the vesti- 
bule. 

Let Us Pray: Dear Father of all thy 
children, the next time we face a hard 
question help us to put a child in the 
midst of that question and see what our 
decision might do to our own children, 
our neighbor’s children, the children in 
all far places who are dear to thee, as 
Jesus did. Amen. 

CARL HEATH KOPF in The Fellow- 
ship of Prayer, 1952 Copyright Spon- 
sored by the Department of Evangelism, 
National Council of Churches. 

eNOTE—Inquiries are raised as to se- 
curing copies of this year’s Lenten book- 
let, The Fellowship of Prayer. Write: De- 
partment of Evangelism, National Council 
of Churches, 297 Fourth Ave., New York 
10, N. Y. 4c each in any quantity, 


to get underway would be for the General 
Councils of the three denominations to 
lead the presbyteries in this program of 
research and advance, using all the help 
that can be offered by the committees on 
cooperation and union. 

Of course, this task of doubling the 
communicant Presbyterian membership or 
of reaching three or four million people 
for Christ by 1961 is such a stupendous 
undertaking that the three churches ought 
to get rid of the handicap of division and 
unite, but the objective is valid whether 
there is cooperation or union. 


THOMAS W. CURRIE. 
Dallas, Texas. 


@eNOTE—Mr. Currie’s challenging prvo- 
posal is very much in line with one agreed 
upon by the three Presbyterian commit- 
tees in their recent Cincinnati meeting. 
See page 11. 


Clarence Johnson 


TO THE OUTLOOK: 

During my more than 50 years of con- 
nection with the Southern Presbyterian 
Church, I have never known a layman who 
served our denomination more joyfully 
and effectively than Clarence §. Johnson, 
who has just been called to heaven. In 
his own church and presbytery, in the 
Synod of Missouri, he had done notable 
work before he was called to the very 
difficult task of reviving the Program of 
Progress and of guiding it to a successful 
conclusion. 

While our Program had had brilliant 
leadership at various stages of its de- 
velopment, it had lost the interest of our 
people and seemed likely to fade away be- 
fore the time of its termination. John- 
son’s enthusiasm for tithing and for lead- 
ing people to Jesus gave just the needed 
stimulus, and in 10 days the Program will 
be ending with the strong imprint of his 
faith and love upon it. 

We will miss his fine personality and 
devoted service, and we will share with 
his beloved faimly in a deep sense of loss; 
but we can truly thank God for sending 
him to us for these fruitful years. 


JAMES ROSS McCAIN, Moderator. 
Decatur, Ga. 
Calvin: Treat . as a Brother 


An OUTLOOK reader contributes this 
observation: 


An interesting 
Chattanooga 


commentary on the 
disputation about the 
brotherhood of man and our attitude to- 
wird Communists in Korea (OUTLOOK, 
Mar. 17) is to be found in the remarks of 
John Calvin upon Galatians 5:14, “For all 
the law is fulfilled in one word, even in 
this: Thou shalt love thy neighbor as thy- 
self.” Calvin says: 


“The werd, neighbor, includes all men 
living; for we are linked together by a 
common nature, as Isaiah reminds us, 
“that thou hide not thyself from thine 
own flesh” (Isaiah 58:7). The image of 
God ought to be particularly regarded as 
a sacred bond of union; but, for that very 
reason, no distinction is here made be- 
tween friend and foe, nor can the wicked- 
ness of men set aside the right of nature.” 


Calvin is saying here that all men are 
one by virtue of their creation in the 
image of God. The fact that not all men 
are brothers in Christ does not mean that 


we are free to draw distinctions and di- 


visions among men. Talking about “a 
men, universally,” Calvin remarks: 


“Say that he is contemptible and worth- 
less; but the Lord shows him to be one 
whom he has deigned to grace with his 
own image. Say that you are obliged to 
him for no services; but God has made 
him, as it were, his substitute, to whom 
you acknowledge yourself to be under 
obligations for numerous and important 
benefits. Say that he is unworthy of your 
making the smallest exertion on his ac- 
count; but the image of God, by which 
he is recommended to you, deserves your 
surrender of yourself and all that you 
possess” (Institutes, Book III, chap. vii, 
section 6). 


We must remember that the God of Re- 
demption is also the God of Creation and 
Providence, and that men are bound to- 
gether by a common nature in the image 
of God even though they may not be 
brothers in Christ; more than this, we 
must remember that the God of Redemp- 
tion is the God of all the earth and that 
we do not determine who are or are not 
redeemed but must treat all men as those 
for whom Christ died and as persons who 
are at least potentially, so far as we 
know, brothers in Christ. 


Note to Church Treasurers 


TO THE OUTLOOK: 

This reminder is to urge all local church 
treasurers to send in all remittances for 
the church year 1951-52 to Central Treas- 
urers and/or Assembly agencies immedi- 
ately after the last Sunday in the church 
year, March 30. Books of the Assembly’s 
agencies must close on April 5. As the 
last Sunday in March comes so near the 
end of the month, this makes the time 
very short. Your cooperation is urgently 
requested. 

J. G PATTON, JR., 
Executive Secretary. 
The General Council, Decatur, Ga. 





Dies of Heart Attack 





Clarence S. 
who resigned his executive position with 


Johnson, 60, (above), 
the Ralston-Purina Co., St. Louis, to 
become director of the Program of Pro- 
gress, died of a heart attack in a doc- 
tor’s office in Louisville, Ky., March 20. 
He was en route from Charleston, W. 
Va., where he had been on Program of 
Progress business and was to have helé 
a committee meeting in Louisville. 

Mr. Johnson had been an elder since 
he was 28. He had been chairman 
of home missions in St. Louis Presby- 
tery and oniy recently was moderator 
of the synod. 
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World Council Said 
To Be Overcoming 


“Dishonest Critics” 
Leiper Tells of Efforts to 


Misrepresent and Confuse 


Buck Hill Falls, Pa. (RNS)—The 
World Council of Churches is waging a 
successful fight against ‘‘the dishonest 
critics of the ecumenical movement,’’ in 
the opinion of Henry Smith Leiper, as- 
sociate secretary of the international 
agency. 

Dr. Leiper expressed this view at the 
annual two-day meeting here of the 
Conference of U. S. A. Member Churches 
of the World Council, of which he is the 
general secretary. 

Referring in his report to attacks on 
ine World Council, Dr. Leiper declared 
ihat ‘‘a vast amount of misrepresenta- 
tion and outright vilification constantly 
goes on to the confusion and distortion 
of much Christian thinking.”’ 

False Charges Are Ignored 

However, he added, his office is con- 
tinuing its policy ‘“‘to provide material 
concerning the truth about the move- 
ment and not to engage in public pole- 
mics.”’ 

“There seems to be signs that the ef- 
fectiveness of much of the hostile pub- 
licity is wearing off in many quarters,”’ 
he said, ‘‘and in most areas it never has 
had any foree because of its patently 
un-Christian spirit and violence of ex- 
pression.”’ 

Dr. Leiper did not mention any indi- 
viduals or organizations by name, but 
described the critics as representing ‘“‘a 
tiny cross-section of minority splinter 
which, he said. ‘‘make it their 
particular business to attack, misrepre- 
sent and vilify the 
ment.” 


troups,”’ 


ecumenical move- 
Main Attack by Americans 

American member churches of the 
World Council have taken the chief re- 
sponsibility for answering these attacks, 
according to Dr. Leiper, because ‘‘the 
main attacks have all been led by Amer- 
Icans.”’ 

Some of these groups, Dr. Leiper said, 
“have been at great pains to extend 
their activities to mission lands where 
their misrepresentations and allegations 
often have been taken up by persons ig- 
horant of the sources and the motiva- 
tions behind such activities’ which are 
directed almost wholly against fellow 
Christians.” 


“Wittingly or unwittingly,” he added, 





WANT MINISTERS TO BE 
IN SECURITY PROGRAM 


Washington, D. C. (RNS)— 
Ministers of Washington Presby- 
tery (USA) voted 27 to 12 to ap- 
prove a resolution tiiat would ask 
Congress to include clergymen in 
the national Social Security 
gran. 

Reversing a previous stand, the 
capital ministers endorsed an ‘‘ov- 
erture” from the Rochester, N. Y., 
Presbytery that, if approved by a 
sufficient number of ministerial 
bodies within the denomination, 
will be presented to the General 
Assembly of the _ Presbyterian 
Church, USA, tor approval. 

Congress at present specifically 
excludes ordained clergymen who 
are employed by churches or 
church agencies from the Social 
Security Act. 

William H. Kepier of Silver 
Springs, Md., expressed the feeling 
of the majority by saying that 
“ministers are citizens along with 
everyone else.”’ 


pro- 





“they are giving first class assistance 
to the Communists by destroying what- 
ever degree of solidarity has emerged 
among church groups in other lands.” 


Allocations Are Made for 
Council Assembly in 1954 


Buck Hill Falls, Pa. (RNS)—Nearly 
one-third of the official delegates to the 
second assembly of the World Council 
of Churches, to be held on the campus 
of Northwestern University at Evanston, 
ill., in the summer of 1954, will repre- 
sent the United States and Canada. 

At the annual meeting here of the 
Conference of U. S. A. Member Churches 
of the World Council, it was aunounced 
that 175 seats had been aliocated to the 
30 denominations in the United States 
which are distributed among six mem- 
ber bodies. 

In all there will be 595 delegates 
from the 158 Protestant and Orthodox 
communions in 43 countries throughout 
the world which are affiliated with the 
international agency. There are also 
places for 100 youth delegates, who will 
participate in all phases of the meet- 
ings, and 150 consultants who will in- 
clude most of the world’s top-ranking 
chureh leaders and theclogians. 

In addition, thousands of visitors are 
expected to attend the sessions, which 

(See World Council, page 4) 


Church Membership 
Gains Marked at 50% 
In 24 Year Period 


More Than Doubles 


Growth in Population 


New York (RNS)—Church member- 
ship in the U. S. increased 59.8 per cent 
in 24 years and now includes some 57 
per cent of the nation’s population, the 
National Council of Churches reported 
here. In the same period the country’s 
total population rose only 28.6 per cent. 

A survey, by the National Council’s 
Department of Research and Survey, of 
the 67 religious bodies which have more 
than 50,000 members showed that they 
increased from 53,397,675 in 1926 to 
85,319,274 in 1950. Membership of the 
67 religious bodies represents 98 per 
cent of the total of 256 religious groups 
in the U. S. 


Variations in Reporting 


The totals given, the survey noted, 
were compiled from membership reports 
of the various religious groups them- 
selves. Jewish congregations usually re- 
port all Jews as members from birth, 
the Roman Catholic and some Protest- 
ant Churches report all baptized per- 
sons as members, while many Protestant 
communions report only confirmed per- 
sons or those over 13 years of age as 
members. 

Because of these varying methods of 
defining church membership, the survey 
said, precise comparisons are difficult 
to make. It calculated, however, that 
in 1950 there were some 45,000,000 
Protestants, 22,000,000 Catholics and 
°,750,900 Jews over 13 years of age. 

The Roman Catholic Church reported 
a total membership of 28,500,000 and 
Jewish congregations a total of 5,000,- 
000. The total number of Protestants, 
including baptized children, was esti- 
mated in the survey as ‘“probably” 
60,000,000. 


Protestants Lead in Gains 


Over the 24-year period, Protestant 
Churches were reported to have gained 
63.7 per cent in membership, the Roman 
Catholic Church 53.9 per cent and Jew- 
ish congregations 22.5 per cent. Of the 
Protestant bodies reporting, 14 had 
1,000,000 or more members, and for 
this group alone the average gain was 
59.7 per cent. 

“Spectacular” gains on the basis of 
total membership as well as on percent- 








age were reported by both larger and 
smaller Protestant Churches. Increases 
of more than 100 per cent were regis- 
tered by 22, or about one-third, of the 
67 groups. 

Of these 22, the smaller 
sects of Protestantism and the Eastern 
Orthodox Churches showed the most 
startling gains. The Church of God in 
Christ rose in membership from 30,263 
in 1926 to 316,705 in 1950 for a per- 
centage gain of 936. The Greek and the 
Syrian Antiochian Orthodox Churches 
soared 736 and 714 per cent, while the 
Church of God, the Assemblies of God 
and the Pentecostal Assemblies of the 
World increased respectively, by 652, 
564 and 536 per cent. 

A National Council said 
that a fairly large share of the increases 
by the Eastern Orthodox Churches was 
due to the influx of refugees and dis- 
placed persons. 

In commenting on the growth of the 
bodies, the survey noted 


‘‘holiness”’ 


spokesman 


pentecostal 
that they emphasized “intensive evange- 
lism’ and were “strongly Bible-cen- 
tered.”’ Religious leaders have testified, 
it said, that these groups are bringing 
into their memberships ‘‘not only the 
socially disadvantaged but also consid- 
erable numbers of the more fortunately 
situated persons in the population.” 


” 


Southern Baptists Double 


But, it pointed out, in terms of large 
numbers of members gained, the older 
and larger bodies continue to make “‘im- 
pressive’ additions to their official 
memberships. As a case in point, the 
survey cited the Southern Baptists who 
doubled their the 24- 
year period, adding 3,500,000 members, 
or more than the totals of all the 
smaller churches registering astrono- 
mical percentage gains. 

The year 1926 was selected as a base 
for calculation, the survey said, because 
the last 
bodies by the Bureau of the Census was 
made then. Figures compiled in that 
year by the Bureau, it added, were ‘‘gen- 
erally in accord”? with reports supplied 
by official agencies of the various relig- 


membership in 


adequate census of religious 


ious bodies. 

It is probable that during the past 50 
years the major faith groups have been 
‘in about the same proportions to each 
other,’”’ the survey said. It pointed out 
that about 59 per cent of all church 
members in 1950 could be classified as 
Protestant. about the same as was re- 
ported in the Census of Religious Bodies 
in 1906. 


11 Months’ Benevolences 
—With One to Go 


Benevolences reported by Assembly 
agencies for 11 months of the church 
year, through February, are as follows: 

Annuities and Relief (Louisville), 
$402.297; increase, $32,358. 

Christian Education (Richmond), 
$271,125; increase, $42,071. 


4 





Church Extension (Atlanta), $517,- 
929; increase $51,304; Special, Pro- 
gram of Progress, etc., $180,090: in- 
crease, $18,878; Mother’s Day, $12,554. 

General Fund (Atlanta), $265,795; 
increase, $51,556. Inter-Church Agen- 
cies, $12,537. 

World Missions (Nashville), $1,019,- 
653; increase, $129,781; Program ot 
Progress, $272,535; increase, $54,211. 


(March 31 ends this church year. 
Church officials will be interested in Dr. 
Patton’s letter on page 2.—Eds.) 





WORLD COUNCIL 
(Continued from page 3) 


will include a huge mass meeting in 
Soldiers’ Field in Chicago on the first 
Sunday that the assembly is in session. 
The allocation of seats in the second 
assembly gives the Lutheran and Re- 
formed (Presbyterian) Churches 93 
delegates each, the Anglican and Metho- 
dist Churches 78 each, the Orthodox 55, 
the United Churches 49, the Baptist 39, 
the Congregationalist 35, other Eastern 
Churches 25, the Disciples 16, the Old 
Catholic nine, and other groups 27. 


ANY QUESTIONS? 


Panel members answering questions here are: Donald G. Miller and W. Mc- 
Ilwaine Thompson, of the Union Seminary (Va.) faculty and Rachel Hender- 


lite, Assembly’s Training School. 


Is cremation Christian? 


DR. MILLER: 
tian about it. 


I find nothing un-Chris- 
We Christians believe in 
the resurrection of the body, but we do 
not believe that the particular atoms of 
this body we now have shall be a part 
of our glorified body. These present 
bodies disintegrate and return to the 
dust from which they came and I con- 
ceive cremation to be something that 
simply hastens the natural process of 
disintegration which would take place 
anyway. 
* ” * 

What can you say to a person who 

says, “I am as decent as the next 

man; therefore, I have no need of 

a Savior’’? 


DR. HENDERLITE: I 
us feel that way sometimes 
are as decent as the next man. 


guess most of 
that we 

Some- 
times we might feel that we have no 
need of a Savior. But as you begin to 
look at other people and at yourself, you 
recognize that to say you are as decent 
as the next man is really not to say very 
much. When you look inside your own 
heart, you find yourself thinking, ‘If 
the rest of the world is not any more 
decent than I. am, it is in a pretty bad 
fix.” When you look inside yourseif 
you find, or perhaps I had better say, 
I find, that I am a very selfish person, 
and helpless to do very much that is 
I make up my mind that I am 
going to do very differently. Then, as 
Paul said about himself, I find that I 
am not able to do what I would like to 
do. I continually fall far below my own 
standards for myself. I pick myself up 
and start over again, and then I fall flat 
on my face again. It seems to me that 
the Christian religion recognizes that 
terrible fact—that even though I may 
be as decent as the next man, each cf 
us is a sinner. This thing that has 
gotten hold of me is not just a tempta- 
tion now and then to do something in- 
decent, but it really is a disease, a weak- 
ness that keeps me from being very 
decent at any time, or very loving of 
my neighbor. Actually I am a person 


good. 


Moderator is THE OUTLOOK’S editor. 


caught in the grip of a disease and need 
a doctor. Or if you like, I am a drown- 
ing person who has to have a life-saver 
jump in and pull me out. There is not 
very much that I can do about myseif. 
I do need a Savior if I am going to be 
very much of a person. 


MODERATOR: It has generally been 
the experience of Christians, hasn’t it, 
that the nearer sainthood they came, 
the greater they saw themselves in need 
of a Savior and the greater sinners they 
felt themselves to be? 


DR. HENDERLITE: Yes, many peo- 
ple look at church members and say, 
“Why should I join the church? After 
all I’m as good as those church mem- 
bers sitting over there.’’ As a matter 
of fact, the church members would be 
the very first ones to say the same 
thing. The only difference really be- 
tween a church member and people who 
are not members of the church is that 
a church member has given himself to 
Christ and is trying to grow in Christ 
toward the good Jife, whereas the per- 
son who is outside the church may be 
trying to grow but he has cut himself 
off from the only power that will enable 
him to grow. The church member 
would be the first one to say that he is 
not a perfect person. 


MODERATOR: Somebody put it this 
way, I think: The church is not made 
up of people who are better than any- 
body else, but it is made up of people 
who want to be better than they are. 
I hope that is always true. 
* * * 
How can the presence of Christ be 
made more real today? 


DR. THOMPSON: I think the first step 
is to spend a little time each day read- 
ing in the Gospels and then thinking 
about our own life in the light of what 
we have read. As time goes on we will 
more and more begin to think of our 
lives as related to Jesus’ life and teach- 
ings, and his presence in our lives will 
become increasingly more real. 


THE PRESBYTERIAN OUTLOOK 
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@ This is a significant—and highly important—article in which the writer 


pleads for use of the Revised Standard instead of the King James version of the Bible 


The Grave Peril of Provincializing Jesus 


elapsed since the appearance of 

the Revised Standard Version of 
the New Testament, ‘‘the most impor- 
tant publication of 1946.” From this 
new perspective we may safely predict 
that the second phase of the version’s 
struggle for existence is about to com- 
mence. The novelty and freshness which 
hitherto contributed to its overcoming 
of prejudice and indifference may no 
longer be presupposed, for familiarity 
has set in among us. From this time for- 
ward the work must rest on its own 
long-term merits. 

If the Christian church should pre- 
sume that the universal reception of this 
version will be a pleasantly automatic 
process, however, a tactical blunder of 
major magnitude would be committed. 
A successful promoter must always 
reckon with the gap which separates a 
product’s excellence from the general 
public’s appreciation of it. Aware of this 
difficulty, an alert distributor will ad- 
vertise, advertise, advertise. An unher- 
alded value is but another rose born to 
blush unseen. 


~ EVERAL dangerous years have 


Propaganda and Human Behavior 


Not the least of the mysteries attend- 
ing the complexity of human behavior is 
the tendency among men to pattern 
their own values after those initiated by 
trends within the social order. Fashions 
—not mind alone—control the interests 
of men. Not infrequently an inferior 
piece of merchandise will enjoy a 
greater’ public reception than the super- 
ior because it enjoyed the backing of 
strategic propaganda. Values may be 
world-moving in their potentialities, but 
their acceptance by those whom they 
ought to move is always at the mercy 
of the advertising program which pro- 
motes them. Very few consumers pur- 
chase things on the advice of abstract, 
scientific reports. Our 





purchases are 





*Dr. Carnell, son of a Baptist minister, 
was born in Antigo, Wis. He holds de- 
grees from Wheaton College, Westmin- 
ster Theological Seminary, Harvard Di- 
vinity School and Boston University. 
Having taught three years at the Gor- 
don Divinity School, Dr. Carnell is now 
chairman of the department of apolo- 
getics at Fuller Theological Seminary, 


Pasadena, Calif. Besides contributing 
articles to many leading theological 


journals, he is also the author of three 
widely read books, the latest being The 
Theology of Reinhold Niebuhr. The ar- 
ticle appears here by the generous per- 
mission of The Pulpit, where it first 
was published. 
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complexly compounded with a desire to 
enjoy egotistic approval within the 
social mind. 

One purpose of advertising is to steer 
the cycles of mass preference. As the 
number of new subscribers increases, 
the power of individual resistance di- 
minishes, until in the end all but the 
most resolutely individualistic are 
drawn into the vortex. 

The health of the Revised Standard 
Version at this mid-century hour is un- 
certain, for its reception has been spotty 
and half-hearted. Just as the translation 
ought by all measure to be coming into 
its full rights, unblushing articles and 
reviews continue to exhibit the same 
distressing candor: ‘‘King James ‘Tri- 
umphs Again.’’ The impression created 
abroad is that the ‘‘Authorized” text has 
been blessed with a singular providen- 
tial care, thus entitling it to a final regal 
place in the devotional life of the Chris- 
tian church. 


The language of King James is pre- 
sumed to be such a unique revela- 
tion vehicle that it is predestined to 
endure to the end of time. 


This strife of versions has incubated 
a new cult in Protestantism, the King- 
Jamesolarists. The rights of absolute- 
ness and finality have heen consciously 
or unconsciously transferred to a docu- 
ment which ex hypothesi suffers from 
the same relativities which attend any 
piece of translation work. Bibliolatry, 
that age-old drag within the spiritual 
life of the church, is apparently be- 
coming more specialized. Adoration of 
a version is now displacing generic 
worship of the Bible. 


The Funeral Dirge 


Very few are sensitive to the true 
problem which this situation 
John Q. Public—the ene who knows 
nothing about the history of biblical 
manuscripts (and cares even less)--— 
finds this issue of the versions both 
boring and academic. His uncritical 
hunch is that the Bible wafted gently out 
of heaven, manna-like, and that the 
‘fold book”’ is still good enough for him. 
Since the ‘‘Authorized’’ Version has 
been delivering his family safely to 
heaven for no few generations, why 
tamper with it? And thus the issue is 
peacefully laid to rest. 

In the course of his tuneful exalta- 
tion of the finality of King James, how- 
ever, the merry little piper overlooks 


creates. 


the salient fact that he is actually 
sounding pitch for the death march of 
the science of Bible translation itself. 
Modesty does not instruct the devotee 
of King James to venture that the ver- 
sion may not be displaced. The formula 
is the undismayed prophecy that will 
never be unseated from its place of in- 
disputable leadership in the church. In 
short, a universal negative judgement is 
passed against the outside possibilities 
of human creativity. No medieval pope 
could put his thumb on the windpipe of 
scientific progress any more effectively. 
Whenever the partial is prematurely 
converted into the final, scientific prog- 
ress is vitiated. Why struggle for tomor- 
row’s measure of progress if we have 
already reached the highest of which we 
are capable? 


The Real Issue 


Be not deceived. The issue is not 
whether there is or is not beauty and 
literary tradition in the King James 
Version. There is only one matter in 
question: 


Have we reached a point in human 
creativity Which is exempt from re- 
lativity and partiality? 


If the answer to this crucial question 
is Yes, then let us resolutely close down 
our centers of biblical research and put 
our translation experts out to pasture. 
If our answer is No, then let us cour- 
ageously adjust our devotional habits to 
the intrinsic merits of the competing 
versions. Let us desist from that scien- 
tific approach to the ‘“‘Authorized”’ Ver- 
sion which proclaims in the name of 
providence that King James ‘‘will never 
be displaced.” 

What we must fear most of all in the 
above pretension is the word ‘“‘never,”’ 
for it contains all the ingredients of 
scientific and cultural stagnation. Dic- 
tators do their best work against the 
backdrop of a social mind which is al- 
ready in the uncritical habit of pro- 
nouncing finalities over relativities. 
Thus, whoever discourages the right to 
prepare new versions of the Bible, in 
order that he may preserve the tradi- 
tions which an older text has accumu- 
lated, may in the end lose both his free- 
dom and the biblical text itself. 


Virus of Complacancy 


King Jamesolarists are injecting a 
virus of complacency into one glorious 
side of human creativity. The well-be- 
ing of an individual is so intimately 
compounded with the lively flow of his 
creative vitalities that personal happi- 
ness cannot long exist when the latter 
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are throttled. Free potentialities are 
like a mountain stream; when unim- 
peded in flow, the waters dance and 
sparkle together; but dammed 
and blocked, the enraged deeps become 
filled with revenge. 

It would be a singular grief if, in our 
zeal to retain reverence for the tradi- 
tions of King James, we permitted a re- 
lative translation to be crowned with 
literary finality. Supplying Christians 
with fresh, crisp versions of Holy 
Seripture has hitherto comprised one of 
the most 
creativeness. In the werk of translation 
a disciplined, patience is 
uniquely joined with the dynamic of 
prophetic vision. Whenever the results 
of this labor lie unappreciated, one can 
hardly blame those who, still searching 
for progress through freedom cry, “If 
this be grace, give me nature.” 

The present hour is far from ordinary. 
When the American Standard Version 
passed from the scene of influence, it 
was easy to conclude that the failure 
was partly due to its novelty. But what 
shall be said now that the second great 
work has been attempted? If the Re- 
vised Standard Version should fall by 
the wayside in favor of an uncritical de- 
votion to the “Authorized”’ text, it will 
then be very convenient for protagonists 
of King James to conclude that revisers 
against God.” 
hand of God’s 


when 


praiseworthy expressions cf 


scientific 


are, in efect, “striving 
Since the outstretched 
providence has presumably commis- 
sioned itself to protect the 17th century 
institute im- 


suilty of 


version, all who seek to 
provements in the text are 
“resisting God's will.” 


The Christ of the 17th Century 


This picture of God’s relation to the 
English text may be mystically exciting 
to some, but it hardly fosters the health 
of Christianity. Dangers lurk on every 
hand. If God does not recognize relative 
validity in those expressions of crea- 
tivity which society is forced to call par- 
tial, then the sluice gate is again op- 
ened for a new tyrant who, through the 
employment of his own roster of cul- 
tural finalities, may destroy the founda- 
tions of Christian culture itself. 

Not the least of the proofs of Christ’s 
rightful lordship over the Christian 
church is the embodiment in his own 
person of the catholic man. Tis revela- 
tion of the plan of salvation was accom- 
plished without resort to the pecular- 
ities of race, national stamp, parentage 
or culture; there is nothing offensively 
esoteric or clandestine in his doctrines: 
his words are at home in every part of 
the inhabited world; as the Son of Man 
he is the common possession of men in 
ull generations. Christ taught that indi- 
viduals who are lovingly related to God 
and neighbor will be men who assign a 
proportionate, relative place to all other 
values in life. Jesus, therefore, is always 
contemporary. 

Since we learn of Christ only through 
biblical revelation, however, it follows 
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that the power of the gospel to affect 
the minds and hearts of men is directly 
conditioned to the ciarity of the words 
which comprise its written form. ‘‘If you 
in a tongue utter speech that it not in- 
telligible, how will anyone know what is 
said’”’ (I Cor. 14:9)? Elizabethan sen- 
tences may be exciting vehicles for the 
delicate literary tones of a given period 
in English history, but they are hardly 
appropriate as a medium of expression 
for the message of salvation. There must 
be no ambiguity when issues of life and 
death are at stake. Observe the word 
“exit’’: it is simple, clear, and approp- 
riately displayed. 


Language Difticulties 


When the message of the gospel is 
cast in the language pecularities of a 
bygone day, it is inevitable that the 
Christ of the gospel will suffer from a 
parallel obscurity. If Christ’s language 
is provincial, his person likewise be- 
comes provincial. There can be no es- 
cape from this concomitance. The child 
in Sunday school who reads the gospel 
in a literary form unfamiliar to him will 
tend to remain puzzled about the Christ 
who speaks in so strange a way. To ob- 
viate this problem, therefore, men have 
been periodically commissioned to ren- 
der the original text of the Bible in 
language expressions easily assimilated 
by the common man. 

It is open and apparent that the King 
James Version submerges the catholic 
Son of Man beneath a “‘wotteth, wisteth, 
letteth’”’ veil of literary archaisms. In- 
stead of presenting the gospel to men in 
the language that they readily under- 
stand, the ‘‘Authorized”’ text speaks in 
a 17th century tongue. 


The result of this union of the gos- 
pel with an outdated language frame- 
work is a needless provincializing of 
Jesus Christ. 


Christ is peculiarly tied in with the 
speech forms of an outmoded cultural 
pattern. Thus, before a sinner can em- 
ef God’s love, he 
must penetrate a thick wall of language 


brace the message 


obscurity. Surely the cause of the Mas- 
ter is inefficiently enzineered whenever 
we encourage the universal use of a ver- 
sion which blunts the contemporaneity 
of the Savior of men. 

While many convictions separate 
Protestant bodies from enjoying fellow- 
ship, there is one proposition which is 
contested by no one who bears the name 
Christian: the person of Jesus Christ 
is sine qua non for the spiritual health 
of mankind. Whether we conceive of 
Jesus Christ as the highest expression 
of God’s immanent, moral working in 
history (modernism), the revelation of 
the dialectical relation time 
(neo-orthodoxy), or the 


between 
and eternity 
ontological Son of God in human flesh 
(orthodoxy), the proposition remains 
unalterably true. However, high or low 
our view of the person of Christ may 


be, all Christians unite in the joint con- 
viction that there is no other solvent 
for the predicament of our times than 


Jesus Christ. The further we retreat 
from Christ, the more we betray those 
dignities and vitalities which define our 
essential moral nature. 

Since a_ successful delineation of 
Christ is directly conditioned to the 
clarity of the text which speaks of him, 
however, it follows that all who profess 
the name of Christ should joyfully coop- 
erate in the employment of that version 
of Holy Scripture which presents salva- 
tion in the least ambigiocus terms. To 
prefer an unclear text is tantamount to 
preferring an unclear Christ. If we are 
earnest in our conviction that Christ is 
the only hope of the world, surely our 
faith is dead when it is not balanced by 
the good works of language clarity. 

If the tongue of the common man is 
not employed, how can the common man 
hear Christ gladly? We do not pray or 
preach in the language of the King 
James Version; we do not conduct our 
daily business in 17th century speech 
forms. How, then, can we justify an easy 
employment of an archaic text when we 
read the gospel to a lost and G@ying 
world? What advancement in piety does 
ambiguity promote? What spiritual ex- 
pectations may we ground in a provin- 
cialism? 


Serious Choice 


There immediately surge up a Irgion 
of inconveniences which attend a seri- 
ous shift from King James to the Re- 
vised Standard Version—inconveniences 
which appeal congenially to our inward 
preference for the course of least re- 
sistance; but is any labor for Christ 
vain? If the enemies of the cross are 
solicitous to employ every strategy in 
bringing men into their own ranks, shall 
the Christian church be characterized 
by a weaker vigilance? Shall it once 
again be said that the children of this 
age are wiser in their own generation 
than the children of light? It may take 
the courage of a reformer to defend the 
virtues of the latest text of Scripture, 
but one must not overlook the dimen- 
sions of his cause. The Christian holds 
the key to life. 

A man may personally elect to con- 
tinue promoting the cause of King 
James, but he ought at least to be 
briefed on the implications of his de- 
cision, for his choice is far from inno- 
cent. 

Not only does he tend to provincialize 
Jesus Christ, but in effect he is casting 
his vote on the side of cultural stagna- 
tion. The issue is not this version or 
that, but the problem of the broader 
values of progress, freedom, and human 
creativity. It may seem slight to nurture 
churehy traditions which are an offense 
to the progressive world outside, but 
compounded with modern man’s rejec- 
tion of the source of gospel preaching is 
his rejection of the very Christ being 
preached. (@KEditorial, page 8.) 


THE PRESBYTERIAN OUTLOOK 
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MEN’S OFFICERS—These new officers of the Assembly’s Men’s Council for 
1952-53 were installed at the recent meeting in Atlanta (left to right) : Grant 
Webster, Bellaire, Texas, 2nd vice-president ; Dr. W. F. Whitright, Charles- 
ton, W. Va., treasurer; Royall R. Brown, Winston-Salem, N. C., Ist vice- 


president; and Emile Dieth, New Orleans, La., president. 


The treasurer, 


EK. C. Hammond, Atlanta, Ga., is not in the picture.—PN. 


They Said 


Here are continued items of in- 

terest and significance which ap- 

peared in these columns during 
1951. 


* 
What Are Christians Doing? 


The poison that has permeated the 
political atmosphere of the nation in re- 
cent months is a perfect illustration of 
what happens when men cease to think 
of their responsibility for making their 
relations with each other more Chris- 
tian. The use of the big lie, the use of 
the smear, the appeal to racial bigotry, 
the phenomenon known as ‘‘McCarthy- 
ism’—all these are a denial of the 
spirit of the God and Father of our Lord 
Jesus Christ. And these methods are be- 
ing used in the South as much as they 
are being used in other parts of the 
country. What are we as Christians do- 
ing to combat these evils?——-FRANCIS 
PICKENS MILLER, Nov. 26. 

* * * 


The Church’s. Witness 
to the World 


We shall never speak with author- 
ity to the world about goodwill to- 
Ward members of other races so long 
as we decide that we must segregate 
Christians in worship within the col- 
ony because of their race or color.— 
JAMES T. CLELAND, Nov. 26. 

* x a 


Twiddling Thumbs 


In the light of the findings of the Ke- 
fauver Committee, I would not indict 
the racketeers and underworld charac- 
ters, but I would indict the so-called 
g00d people and professed Christians 
who twiddle their thumbs on election 
day and sit at home instead of voting 


MARCH 31, 1952 


Something! 


and vigorously working at the polls for 
good government—H. ROK BARTLE, 
Nov. 26. 

* * * 


‘‘Not a Good Time’’ 


Q. What happens when a real, live 
issue arises in presbytery? 

A. Someone demurs from 
stand. 

Q. What does he say? 

A. “This is not a good time to agitate 
the matter.” 

Q. And? 

A. “I think we ought to move slowly 
here.”’ 

Q. What are the reasons given, Mr. 
Archetype? 

A. “We shouldn't divide the church 
at this critical time of national emer- 
geney,”’ or “This great program under 
way needs our united effort.”,—ALEX 
W. HUNTER, Dec. 10. 


id * * 


Our Church Abroad 


Is it not a fact that whatever action 
is taken by our church in fereign coun- 
tries, regardless of who makes the de- 
cision regarding such action, actually 
binds the denomination as a whole to 
one policy rather than another? Is it 
not then a fair conclusion that actions 
of major consequence should rest on 
profound convictions of the entire de- 
nomination as to the meaning of the 
Church of Christ and the relation of our 
particular branch to the church as 2 
whole?—-RACHEL HENDERLITHE, Dec. 
4%. 


taking a 


> * * 


Women Are People 
Women are people. They should be 
given a chance to serve. I think they 
would make good deacons and elders. 
—W. L. CARSON, Dec. 17. 





Above. . . and Within 


A Christian church must serve soci- 
ety, adventuring and struggling with it, 
but a church must also stand apart from 
society, judging it, guiding it. And it 
can neither serve nor judge unless it 
knows better than society does, the path 
to goodness and the stern price which 
must be paid to travel on it. Nor can a 
church bring comfort to anyone unless 
it stands above, as well as within, the 
welter and flux of circumstances.--- 
HENRY R. LUCE, Dec. 31. 

(Conclusion) 


THE WORK GOES ON 
.. IN KOREA 


There seems to be an idea in the 
church that our missionaries in Korea 
are mainly engaged in refugee work. 
That is not correct. For example, Mr. 
Boyer is operating a Bible School in 
Taejon and one in Soonchun, a leper 
colony, a country field with about thirty 
five churches, advising in the affairs of 
the Boys and Girls School in Soonchun, 
tending to the staiion overhead, and as 
opportunity affords, handling the distri- 
bution of relief clothing, etc. 


Dr. Hopper is a full-time teacher m 
the Presbyterian Theological Seminary 
at Taegu and is doing translation work. 
I have the Bible School at Mokpo, am 
advising in the girls and boys school 
here, am carrying evangelistic responsi- 
bilities in Mokpo and Chayju Presby- 
teries centering in the island, the sta- 
tion business affairs of Mokpo, as well 
as of the Mission, and handling relief 
distribution as time and materials al- 
low. Joe B. Hopper has the evangelistic 
work in North Chulla, the Boys School 
and Bible Schooi at Chunju, station 
business affairs and the distribution 
of relief. Miss Root is head of the Girls 
School and two Bible Schools at Kwang- 
ju, the evangelistic work in Kwangju, 
and in Kwangju Presbytery, and man- 
aging station business affairs. 


The medical force is running the hos- 
pitals in Kwangju and Chunju which 
are operating to more than full capacity. 
It is in the medical work that the great- 
est single contribution is being made to 
refugees, as they do care for them along 
with other patients. The Chunju hos- 
pital has especially handled large num- 
bers of them in the hospital and in the 
camps as an aid to UNCACK (United 
Nations Civil Assistance Command in 
Korea) in addition to their regular 
medical work which is also going full 
blast. 


Our Mission has a guiding hand and 
aids in the support of nine high schools, 
six Bible schools that operate between 
six and nine months each, hundreds of 
churches in the rural areas either by 
visitation, partial support or complete 
support, and members of Bible insti- 
tutes and classes. 


—JOHN TALMAGE 


~ 
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EDITORIAL 


The Bible in Today’s Language 














One of our editorial objectives for 
1952, announced early in January is: 

A widespread and appropriate in- 
troduction to the Revised Standard 
Version of the 
lished. 


The provocative article by Dr. 


Bible when pub- 


Carnell 
on page 5 may be considered an empha- 
sis on this point. The fact that his ar- 
ticle will be considered by some io be an 
attack upon the 
version may obscure his real purpose. It 
is hoped, however, that a careful read- 
ing of the article will make his central 
concern perfectly clear. 


revered King James 


For anyone to have written the article 
would have been significant; but for Dr. 
Carnell, with his very conservative back- 
think, 
is doubly so. Moreover, by no stretch of 


ground, to have done it, we 


the imagination, could the institution 
where he now teaches be charged with 
seeking to minimize the authority of 
Scripture. For such a man, then, in such 
a situation, to write as he writes, plead- 
ing for a contemporary presentation of 
the word of God in vital terms, deserves 
emphasis—and applause. 
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Wherever the ‘Authorized’? version 
has been mentioned in the article, we 
have used quotation marks. In our 
weekly columns we never use the term. 
To assign to King James, with his ob- 
vious shortcomings, an authority which 
the Christian leadership of any age is 
denied is silly. If any version is to be 
called ‘‘Authorized,’”’ then it should be 
the one which is authorized by some re- 
sponsible portion of Christendom. The 
King James translation has no such au- 
thority, while the Revised Standard 
Version has exactly that kind of author- 
ity. 

With the _ far-flung celebrations 
planned to welcome the Revised Stand- 
ard version when it appears next Sep- 
tember, it is to be hoped that every 
Christian will be challenged to help bear 
this witness to a universal and contem- 
porary Christ, which Dr. Carnell urges 

the Christ who speaks to men in 
language they can understand today. 

It is too bad that the American Bible 
Society is not, in some way, a publishing 
arm of the churches so that its vast dis- 
tribution facilities could encourage the 
wider use of current translations. It has 
made efforts to produce the Bible in 
some of the later revisions but produc- 
tion and royalty costs have seriously de- 
terred these efforts. Meanwhile, with the 
King James translation in the public 
domain, to be printed without cost by 
any publisher, it is no wonder that the 
King James is almost universally sold 
in the English-speaking werld. 

This whole matter of a closely-held 
publishing and distribution privilege 
needs to be opened up, we think, to let 
the church-at-large understand one ser- 
ious factor in keeping the hest current 
translations on the shelves of publishers 
instead of getting them into the hearts 
and minds of the people. 

As with the American Revised Ver- 
sion in 1901, so also with the Revised 
Standard New Testament of 1946 and 
the Old Testament of 1952, our inter- 
cominittees made = ar- 
rangements with one publisher to handl2 
the entire venture, with the first run 
of 1,000,000 copies of the new Bible, 
now beginning in three separate print- 
ing establishments. 


denominational 


Of course, there is much to be said 
for protecting the text, but there is also 
something to be considered in contribut- 
ing it to the public domain—if we want 
the best current translation to he in the 
hands of the people. 


GUEST EDITORS 


The Pastor’s Salary 


Ministers, today, are harder hit by the 





rising cost of living than most people 
and can do nothing about it themselves, 
says a prominent layman of the United 
Chureh in Canada, in an appeal to his 
fellow-laymen on behalf of the min- 
ister. 

John M. Pritchard, a Montreal lay- 
man, chairman of the committee on 


ministerial salaries, has written an ap- 
peal to the lay members of every board 
in the United Church, urging them to 
take the initiative in lifting the salaries 
of ministers to a decent living level. 

Mr. Pritchard points out that the 
minister: 


1. Is not a member of a group which 
bargains collectively or of an organiza- 
tion with spokesmen to present his 
claims. He belongs to a Christian fel- 
lowship, and he is dependent upon the 
thoughtfulness and the sincerity of that 
fellowship. 

2. His income is fixed, and in most 
cases too low to provide a margin with 
which to withstand the shock of rising 
prices. 

3. He is expected to give his whole 
time to the congregation and not to 
supplement his income through other 
activities, or to leave his calling for a 
more renumerative occupation. 

4. Usually a car is essential in his 
work and here increased’ prices and 
operating costs have hit him hard. 

5. In 1939 salaries were admittedly 
low. Since then the cost of living has 
almost doubled. What about your min- 
ister’s salary? A comparison of the 
present salary with that paid by your 
charge in 1939 will reveal the per- 
centage increase. If it is less than 90 
per cent, your charge is really paying a 
lower salary and your minister is less 
able to meet his expenses than in 1939. 

Laymen in Disciple churches should 
recognize their minister’s plight at the 
earliest moment and see that his salary 
is voluntarily raised without the em- 
barrassment, first of unpaid bills, and 
then the humiliation of making a re- 
quest for an _ inecrease—an _ increase 
which all responsible laymen know 
under present conditions is a burning 
necessity.—LIN D. CARTWRIGHT in 
Christian Evangelist. 

The other day one of my younger men 
arrived home from the office and we had 
a chat about the cost of living. He said, 
“Unless a man has doubled his income 
in the past ten years he is BHHIND 
THE EIGHT BALL.” For the benefit 
of some of your unworld!ly readers, I 
will explain that the expression means, 
to be ‘up against it.’’ I mace a hurried 
mental calculation of my income during 
the past decade, and the result left me 
in bewildered dismay. I saw several 
‘**8 balls’ lined up in front of me, to say 
nothing of most of my brethren. 

I began comparing the nercentage of 
the rise of living with the percentage 
of the rise of stipends in that period 
and lost myself. I know of ministers 
who add to their stipends by week day 
jobs, and ministers’ wives who are 
doing likewise. There is the lucky min- 
ister who has married not only happily, 
but well. But alas! what of the others? 

Isn’t it high time the church looked 
seriously into this matter, or will the 
ministry be driven to organize a union, 
as a colleague suggested to me in 4 
letter recently, ‘‘Let us go on strike.” 
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Dr. Frank Morley of Calgary might 
well ask in a telling article, also in 
Saturday Night, “ARE WE STARVING 
oUR MINISTERS?” He was quite 
right in saying that it would not do fcr 
ministers to be wealthy, but we are 


far, far away from that spiritual 
menace. When will anything be done 
for that patient plodding crowd of 


ministers behind the ‘‘8 ball?’’ With the 
cost-of-living index rising to the strato- 
sphere (190 to date) and the minimum 
stipend boosted 11% let us hope there 
will be no “8 ball’? in Heaven. Mean- 
time the average minister has less than 
the lowest classified brewery worker. 
Some figures recently released con- 
cerning income tax figures, show the 
following ratings according to profes- 
sions for 1949: 
1. Engineers and Architects, 
income, $10,428 per annum. 
2, Lawyers. $9,585. 
8. Physicians and Surgeons, $9,000. 
4. Dentists, $5,748-——rather far behind. 


average 


5. “Investors’’—(so classified by the 


Income Tax Authority), $5,718. 

Ministers? Not quoted. But how many 
of them equal even the tail-enders of 
this list? There is a demand now to in- 
crease the pay of the police which will 
put third class constables above 75% of 
the ministry at least. 

Our reward, of course, is in Heaven, 
(we hope) but bills have to be paid 
while yet on earth, and we must keep 
out of debt, and make provision for re- 
tirement as pensions are ridicuiously in- 
adequate. Oh, well, it is time to go to 
the hospital and there are some mendi- 
cants waiting to see me, in the hallway. 

PRESBYTERIAN RECORD, Canada. 


NOTE—tThe fact that total pastors’ 
salaries have increased from $3,135,485 
in 1941 to $6,619,403 in 1951 (Assem- 
bly’s Minutes) indicates that in many, 
if not most, cases these adjustments 
have been made. But there are still too 


many pastors “behind the 8 ball.” 





No. 1 ina series on the Book of Colossians 


GNOSTIC NOTIONS 


Heresies Die Hard 
By KENNETH J. FOREMAN 





“Be careful that nobody spoils your 
faith, through intellectualism or high- 
sounding nonsense. Such stuff is at best 
founded on men’s ideas of the nature 
of the world and disregards Christ.’’—- 
Colossians 2:8, Phillips. 


F YOU SAY “Gnosticism” to your 

neighbor you are not likely to ger 

anything but a blank look. Yet this 
gorgeous heresy, or jungle of heresies, 
is still with us, and good church mem- 
bers are sometimes carried off by it. 
A heresy isn’t exactly a denial of truth. 
It is rather a twisting of truth, truth on 
atangent. Atheism is no heresy, for it 
flatly denies truth; but it is a heresy 
to believe that God is bound to answer 
our prayers if we just pray hard enough, 
for this notion does contain some truth. 
No religious person could believe in 
atheism, but plenty of them do believe 
that answers to prayer can be guaran- 
teed. 

The particular heresy of Colossae. 
when Paul was writing to the church 
there, is known as ‘‘Gnosticism,” or, if 
you must be more exact, “incipient 
Gnosticism,”’ i. e., the heresy was there 
in germ; it had not yet blossomed out 
in the astonishing ways St. Irenaeus 
was later to describe in his famous 
work, ‘‘Against Heresies.’’ Basically, 
the Gnostics had three wrong notions. 
One was about creation, one about 
Christ, and one about salvation. When 
put in the language of today, they have 
a familiar sound. 


ROUT CREATION, the question 
A is: What is the relation of God 
to this world? The Christian 
truth is, that God is the “Maker of 
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heaven and earth.’”’ The Gnostic notion 
was that God is much too sublime and 
spiritual to have anything to do with 
this material world. There was a long 
chain of beings between God and this 
earth, and down among the lower ranks 
of these supernatural powers was one 
The creative power 
wasn’t very good, according to Gnostic 
notions; and this accounts for the fact 
that this world isn’t much good. God 
is good. they said, but the world is bad, 
just because it is a physical world. 

The nub of this heresy is the fancy 
that just because this world is made of 
‘matter’ it is somehow bad, either not 
truly real or not really good. The 
Christian, on the other hand, says with 
Cc. S. Lewis, ‘‘Matter must be a good 
thing, for God invented it.” As St. 
Augustine says, nothing that exists is 
essentially evil in itself. Things can be 
harmful when not in proportion, or 
when misused, or used to evil ends; but 
things, the raw materials of the world 
around us, are never bad in themselves. 
There is evil here, to be sure; but the 
root of evil is not where the Gnostics 
thought, in matter itself. The root of 
evil is in minds, souls, purposes; not 
in things. 

Another Gnostic notion was about 
Christ—in fact, they had several wrong 
ones about him. One was that he was 
several degrees removed from God, a 
sort of distant relation. This meant 
that anyone who came to Christ would 
be coming toward God but would still 
he some way from God. The Christian 
truth is that God came and comes to us 
in Christ and that no one comes to the 
Father but through him. Christ is not 
a curtain separating us from God, he is 


that was creative. 


not a kind of substitute for or represen- 
tative of God, he is the ‘“‘very God’”’ who 
“was made man.” Another notion 
about Christ was that he was not really 
human. Some thought that the divine 
Christ was (as it were) inserted in the 
human Jesus like a pin in a pincushion, 
for a time—but a time that did not in- 
clude either Bethlehem or Calvary; 
others thought of Christ as altogether c 
“spiritual” being without either human 
body or human mind. The Christian 
truth is that the Word became flesh. 
Christ is even more truly human than 
you or I, because we are only partly and 
rather unsuccessfully human, while he 
alone is True Man. 

Still another Gnostic notion was 
about salvation: the way to be saved, 
they said, is not to believe but to know. 
(Indeed the name Gnostic means ‘‘Peo- 
ple in the Know.’’) Sin is error; salva- 
tion is knowledge. The Christian truth 
is that sin is rooted in the will and not 
only in the mind; that salvation is at 
root a re-direction, an actual making- 
over, of the will itself. The Gnostics 
were right about the importance of the 
mind. They were wrong in supposing 
that all we need is right thoughts. ‘‘Re- 
new a right spirit within me” in the 
Gnostie version weuld turn out to be, 
“Renew correct opinions within me.” 


O TODAY, whenever you hear peo- 
ple talking as if the main trouble 
with the world were in things, 

talking as if ‘“‘spiritual’’ meant the same 
thing as ‘‘good’’ and ‘material’ the 
same thing as “bad’’: or talking as if 
Jesus were much lower than God, or as 
if he never were truly a man (as if, for 
instance, he could not be tempted, or 
as if he never had to learn anything); 
or building up ideas about Christ with- 
out checking them by the Gospels’ 
story; or talking as if salvation were 
only for the intellectuals. as if faith 
were a matter of understanding high 
ideas rather than of response of the 
heart to the love of God—then you 
realize how hard it is for these ancient 
notions to die. 

It is not much of an exaggeration to 
say that the whole letter to the Colos- 
sians is a_ setting-straight on these 
points. 

Heresies are mistaken; and yet we 
can be thankful for them, as a teacher 
in thankful for questions which show 
that the pupil hasn’t caught on yet. If 
the church at Colossae had known all 
they needed to know, Paul might not 
have written to them, and we shouid 
not have had one of the noblest and 
most profound four pages in all the 
Bible. 

This reads like a letter to our own 
home town, for each of us still lives in 
Colossae. 

+ 

NOTE—tThese occasional reflections 
on Colossians are not intended to take 
the place of more thorough studies, of 
course, but only to serve as footnotes 
at noteworthy points.—K. J. F. 
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Kansas City Study 
Shows Urban Trend 


Missouri News Leter 


What has been happening to the 
churches of Kansas City between 1949 
and 1951 is revealed in a significant 
study available by the city’s 
Council of Churches. With 300 churches 
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A Time for Singing 


Schreiner’s Glee Club pro- 
motes friendship, fellowship 
and harmony. 
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basic 


questioned for 
replied, showing over-all gains of 65 per 


information, 178 


Three 
churches out of five built sanctuaries, 


cent in combined budgets. 
annexes or homes for the minister dur- 
ing the decade. Prospecis indicate that 
50,000 new church-going families will 
move to Kansas City in the next several 
years. To meet needs caused by this fact 
and present situations, 85 churches are 
already planning construction totalling 
$7,361,100. uncertainty, in- 
ternational unrest, and a continued pop- 


Economic 


ulation flow toward urban centers have 
brought member- 
ships, greatly expanded building activi- 


churches increased 
ties, and a much more important role 
in community life, J. Allen Watson, the 
Council’s general secretary said. ‘‘We 
are surprised at the impact of our find- 
ings,” he went on. “I know that this 
study will be of interest not only to 
ministers and lay church leaders but 
also to business and industry which 
want to locate in communities offering 
spiritual growth and facilities to their 
employees.’’ The survey was made by 
Cumerford, Inc., a Kansas City develop- 
ment counseling firm for churches and 
colleges, as a public service. The book- 
let, “Building for Faith,”’ is being sup- 
plied pastors and others as a guide in 
studying their own situations. (Council 
of Churches, 216 E. 10th St., Kansas 
City 6.) Present president of the Coun- 
cil is Wm. E. Phifer, pastor of the Cen- 
tral Presbyterian church. 


U. S. and USA Synods 
Will Meet Together 

The Presbyterian Synods, U. S. and 
USA, will meet jointly again this year; 
this time at Missouri Valley College, 
Marshall, June 23-25. This will be the 
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Negro people. 
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Address, Samuel Burney Hay, President, Box 483, 


@Have you as a Southern 
Presbyterian and a loyal 
Christian ever done any- 
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ally for Stillman? 
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fn your will? 
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sonal contribution, today? 


Tuscaloosa, Alabama. 
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information write THE REGISTRAR. 
Charlton C. Jernigan, President 


CHARLOTTE, NORTH CAROLINA 





QUEENS COLLEGE 


arts 
college offering a core of general educa- 
tion and many fields of specialization, For 








third successive 


joint meeting. C. p, 
Mount, Girardeau pastor, is moderator 
of the U. S. Synod and Charles Pratt, of 
Columbia, is moderator-designate. 


Colony Is Sponsored 
By K. C. Central 

A new church, colonized from Centra] 
church in Kansas City, is almost ready 
for organization in the southern part of 
the city. The sponsoring church is con- 
tributing about 100 members to the ecol- 
ony to begin it and slightly more than 
$70,000 of the $125,000 building cost. 


Outstanding Church 
Workers Are Named 

Lem T. Jones, vice-president of the 
Kansas City Council of Churches and 
chairman of the department of United 
Church Men of the National Council of 
Churches, was cited as Churchman of 
the Year by the K. C. Council ot 
Churches. Others cited were: Mrs, 
James T. Ferguson, as Churchwoman of 
the Year, and Mrs. Jos. G. Bryan, leader 
in Christian education and prominent 
in children’s work. (RNS) 


Lutherans Conduct 
Family Life Study 

A survey designed to determine what 
effect Lutheran beliefs and _ practices 
have on the stability and happiness of 
family life is being conducted by the 
Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod. Called 
the first of its kind, the study will cover 
10,000 homes in 854 Lutheran parishes 
throughout the U. S. and Canada. Twen- 
ty outstanding Lutheran scholars are 
engaged in Biblical and historical re- 
search which will support the sociolog- 
ical survey. The study will touch on 
mixed marriages, engagement, divorce, 
re-marriage, attitudes toward sex, 
planned parenthoced, authority in the 
home, and related problems. (RNS) 


Micellany 

The Italian Mission in Kansas City 
has become an independent church, to 
be called Christ Presbyterian church. J. 
B. Bisceglia, who has directed the work 
for many years, will become its pastor 
April 27 . The Boone church, led 
by Norman Krebbs, is taking on new 
life and plans are being made to re-lo- 
cate and build an $89,000 unit... . The 
home missions committee in Upper Mis- 
souri Presbytery is moving steadily for- 
ward under the leadership of Earl Stur- 
gess as chairman. Only two vacancies 
are reported and these are expected to 
be filled soon Presbyterian stu- 
dents from Missouri colieges are to hold 
their first such retreat May 6-8; leaders 
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nope this will be the first step toward a 
statewide fellowship of Presbyterian 
students National observance of 
Catholic Authors Day was sponsored by 
the Webster Groves Gallery of Living 


Catholic Authors to “encourage the 
Catholic public to be proud of their 
Catholic writers” and to ‘encourage 


Catholics who write to become Catholic 
. Church of the Nazarene 
membership now totals 242,000, accord- 
ing to a report to the general board at 
its Kansas City meeting. Money gifts 
totaled $27 million—3111 per capita. 
Forty-three new missionaries were ap- 
pointed. 


writers.”’ 


THREE-WAY EFFORT ASKED 
FOR CHAPLAINCY, MEN’S WORK 


Presbyterian, U. S., USA, and United, 
Assemblies will have recommendations 
before them this year calling for a joint 
committee on the chaplainecy to work 
administratively -in that field. This was 


voted at the recent joint meeting of 
committees on cooperation and union 
held in Cincinnati (OUTLOOK, Mar. 
24). 


At the present time, neither the U. S. 
nor U. P. church has a sufficient number 
of chaplains in the armed services to 
warrant a full-time office and adminis- 
trative personnel. Therefore, the joint 
procedure is to be recommended. 

Moderator J. R. McCain, of the U. S. 
Assembly, suggested that the churches 
pool their efforts in the field of men’s 
work also. He reported that the U. S. 
Men’s Council had voted recently to in- 
vite men’s councils of other Presbyter- 
ian bodies in America to join in a com- 
mon organization. 

(It was reported here last week that 
the committees voted to recommend 
joint evangelistic and stewardship ef- 
forts across the nation and a simultan- 
eous exchange of ministers—about 125 
per Sunday during one month.) 

The committees were told that pro- 
gress is being made toward the produc- 
tion of a joint hymnal to be used by the 
Presbyterian and Reformed churches. 
An editor-in-chief is yet to be named. 

Committee chairmen issued a state- 
ment at the close of the Cincinnati 
meeting as follows: 


“We have heen very much gratified 
by the spirit and progress which has 
manifested itself in our joint sessions 
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through these three days. At no point 
in our discussions, where reasonable 
differences of opinion have occurred, 
have these differences followed denomi- 
national lines. Several times it has been 
stated by different persons in attendance 
that there are often greater differences 
of opinion and attitude within the three 
denominations than have been mani- 
fested here between them. 

“We repoice that representatives of 
th women’s work of our three churches 
have been in attendance and have taken 
an active part in the discussions. 

Satisfactory progress is being made 
and we look forward confidently to the 
conclusion of our efforts.” 


Presbyterian, U. S., women in the 
meeting were Mrs. F. R. Crawford, 
Farmville, Va., and Mrs. R. G. Martin, 
Pensacola, Fla. 

The committee chairmen signing the 
statement were Ralph Waldo Lloyd 
(USA), Maryville, Tenn., Thomas Kay 


Young (U.S.), Memphis, Tenn., and 
Theophilus Mills Taylor, (U.P.) Pitts- 
burgh. 


Long-Needed Building at 
A. T. 8. to Get Underway 


Construction will get underway on 
the long-planned classroom and office 
building at the Assembly’s Training 


School, Richmond, Va., in the next few 


days. 

Seriously handicapped for years by 
lack of space for classes and offices, 
this institution has converted dormitory 
space to these ends. In recent years, 
however, the need has become acute 
with more applications for admission 
than could be cared for. 

The $276,420 building will be two 
stories high and will contain 42 rooms. 
It will be located at the northern end of 
the school’s property, facing the cam- 
pus. It is expected that a full year will 
be required to complete the 130 by 62- 
toot structure. 


Belk Fortune Is Left to 
Wife and Six Children 


The William Henry Belk fortune is to 
be inherited by Mrs. Belk and the six 
Belk children, according to the will of 
Mr. Belk, who died Feb. 20, filed re- 
cently for probate in Charlotte, N. C. 

The will includes the “fervent hope 
and prayer” that his family and his 
“trusted business associates in the sev- 
eral Belk mercantile corporations” will 
continue to provide ‘‘a just and gener- 
ous portion of the fruits thereof 
for the advancement of Christian causes 
and the upbuilding of mankind.” 
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(Our original printing order for the paper which 
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Trusts will be established which will 
maintain the present plan of ownership 
and operation of more than 300 stores 
in the Belk mercantile enterprise. 

Nowhere is any sum of money men- 
tioned. 

In expressing his concern for the 
“Christian causes and the upbuilding 
of mankind,” the will says: 

“Tl especially recommend the Christian 
churches in the area in which the Belk 
mercantile corporations conduct their 
business, and particularly appropriate 
as objects of Christian charity are small 
groups desiring to establish new 
churches.” 


Mr. Belk had formed the John M. 
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Belk Memorial Foundation in memory 
of his brother. This foundation he com- 
mends to the loyalty and charity of his 
family and he requests that this re- 
minder be read at least once every five 
years at the regular stockholders’ meet- 
ings of the several mercantile corpora- 
tions, so long as they remain in control 
of members of the Belk family. 

It was indicated that the purpose of 
the trusts is to keep the various Belk 
corporations operating under the family 
and associates as at present rather than 
requiring any of the store properties to 
be liquidated and converted into cash. 
This arrangement, it was said, will per- 
mit the continued function of the Belk 
philanthropies. 


Mrs. Edmunds Is Named 
Virginia Mother of Year 


Mrs. Henry H. Edmunds, of Halifax, 
Va., 82-year-old Presbyterian, has been 
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Single copies, 10 cents each. Subscriptions (two years or two one-year 
subscriptions) $1.00. In quantities of ten or more of one issue to one 
address for distribution in churches, hospitals, institutions, etc., only 5 
cents each. Special pocket edition for men in service at the same prices. 


THE UPPER ROOM 


The World’s Most Widely Used Devotional Guide — 18 Editions 


1908 Grand Avenue 


Nashville 4, Tenn. 








Chaplains Fund 


More than 100,000 copies of each issue of THE UPPER ROOM are sent free to 
chaplains through funds given for this purpose. Requests by chaplains for 
copies are now coming more than twice as fast as money to pay for them. 
Many chaplains are buying The Upper Room with their own funds but others 
have no such resources. Make your gift now to The Upper Room Chaplains 
Fund, 1908 Grand Avenue, Nashville 4, Tenn. 








12 


named Virginia Mother of 1952. (A 
sketch of Mrs. Edmunds will appear 
here later.—Eds.) 


Survey Shows Cost of 
Operating Churches 


Minneapolis, Minn. (RNS) — How 
much does it cost to operate a church? 

A survey by the Minneapolis Tribune 
covering current budgets of 18 Protes- 
tant congregations reported these an- 
nual totals: 

Churches in the large city category, 
from $185,000 to $50,000; suburban 
churehes, from $30,000 to $15,000: 
rural churches, from $12,000 to $5,000. 

The Tribune article said, however, 
that comparing the budgets of various 
churches is extremely hazardous be- 
cause they are set up so differently and 
because they frquently do not tell the 
entire story of a church’s income and 
outgo. 

In several cases, the contributions to 
building funds or mortgage payments or 
offerings to special appeals are com- 
pletely outside the budgets. 

Hennepin Avenue Methodist church 
of Minneapolis, which has 4,750 mem- 
hers and a total estimated constituency 
of 12.000 persons, reported the largest 
budget—$185,646. 

Salaries paid to top pastors of the 18 
congregations were found to vary ac- 
cording to the church’s size and wealth. 

In the “large city’ congregation cate- 
gory, cash salaries paid top pastors 
ranged from $5,000 to more than $20.- 
000. 

In the suburban category, cash sal- 
aries varied from $3,500 to $5,000. In 
the rural congregations, the cash sal- 
aries were from $2,090 to $3.000. 

Besides his cash salary, the pastor in 
practically every case also had free use 
of a congregation-owned home (called 
a parsonage, a manse or a rectory) for 
the family. 


First Native Korean 
Chaplain Is Killed 


Pusan, Korea (RNS)—The Presby- 
terian Church in Korea has officially re- 
ported the death in action of Chaplain 
Kwang Sup Yun, 29-year-old Presby- 
terian minister. He is the first member 
of the Korean Chaplains Corps to be 
killed since the corps was formed last 
spring. 

Chaplain Yun, the report said, met 
death on the Korean central front near 
Kum-Hwa on Feb. 29. His wife and two 
daughters are in a refugee camp on 
Che-Ju Island off the southwest coast 
of Korea. 
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BIBLE STUDY 





Thomas and the Risen Lord 


By ERNEST TRICE THOMPSON 
SUNDAY SCHOOL LESSON FOR APRIL 13, 1952 


John 11:14-16; 14:1-6; 20:24-29. 


“‘Doubting Thomas’ we call him. 
There is a sneer of scorn in our voices 
as we speak the words. A doubter is 
always a disturbing element in an at- 
mosphere of faith. We are impatient 
toward questioners. We dislike stub- 
porn demands for more information. 
We prefer the quick and ready assent of 
the temperamental affirmers. So we 
speak his name with an incriminating 
adjective attached, and we pass him by 
with sophisticated aloofness.’’ So writes 
Bernard C. Clausen in Pen Portraits of 
the Twelve. 

Three of the four narratives of Jesus’ 
life merely name this disciple. He ap- 
pears in the lists of the Twelve and 
gains no further mention. What we 
know of him we learn from incidental 
references in the fourth Gospel. Here 
he appears consistently as a hard-headed 
insistent skeptic. As Alexander Mac- 
Laren says, in every case he appears as 
mainly under the dominion of sense, as 
slow to apprehend anything beyond its 
limits. Because of these very defects or 
virtues, however, he is a man who re- 
flects many of the attitudes of our own 
day, a man with whom the church is 
called on in increasing measure to deal. 
Let us look then at the three pictures 
which the Scriptures give us of ‘‘ doubt- 
ing Thomas.” 


I. Pessimistic, John 11:7-8, 14-16 


Word was brought to Jesus that his 
beloved friend, Lazarus, was grievously 
sick and that his sisters Mary and 
Martha, were longing for his presence. 
Jesus waited for two days considering 
the issues involved. Then he proposed 
to his disciples that they go with him 
again into Judea. The disciples re- 
membered that Jesus on his last trip to 
that vicinity had been stoned (10:31). 
They knew that his enemies were wait- 
ing for the chance to renew the attack. 
They were nonplussed, therefore, that 
he should even consider a_ return. 
“Master,’’ they said, ‘‘the Jews were 
trying to stone you there only the other 
day; surely you are not going back?” 

Jesus replied that he must do his 
Father’s work while it was day, regard- 
less of the danger. The disciples were 
at a loss to understand him. Thomas 
was just as much at sea as the rest of 


them. But he felt that Jesus’ proposed 
action meant danger for the whole 
group. ‘It means danger for us all,’”’ he 


said. This blunt announcement, this 
pessimistic outlook, did not make the 
other disciples any more cheerful. Per- 
haps Jesus suggested that they might 
remain behind. But that was not in 
accordance with Thomas’ mind. ‘Let 
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us go too,” he said; let us die along 
with him.’’ Thomas was not convinced 
that his Master was acting wisely; he 
doubted the wisdom of his action; none- 
theless, there was no diminution in his 
love. He loved him enough to die with 
him, even though he could not under- 
stand his motives. 

Thomas was pessimistic, he expected 
the worse; as events proved, he was un- 
duly pessimistic, so far as this parti- 
cular trip was concerned; yet in the end 
he was thus far right, for Jesus’ ene- 
mies did accomplish his death, and in 
Jerusalem. But his courage attracts us. 
As Dr. Clausen writes: 


‘“‘Here was a man who sensed danger, 
who refused to discount peril, who 
would not deceive his mind with sunny 
hope, who anticipated death, and who 
yet was willing to go. If this be doubt, 
God give us more of it. The only real 
courage senses oncoming pain and de- 
liberately challenges it. We have enough 
laughing spirits who do not know what 
pain is, bright Pollyannas of a spiritual 
glad game which degenerates’ into 
meaningless nonsense. We have an over- 
supply of craven souls who count the 
price of devotion and weakly confess 
that they dare not promise to pay. But 
God give us men who know the tragedy, 
who taste the bitterness with quivering 
senses, who lift the cup, who give 
thanks, and who drink it to the last 
burning dregs. God give us men who 
take up his cross and follow him un- 
afraid.” 


Napier tells us about a young officer 
riding into his first battle with pale face 
and trembling hand, when a companion 
looking at him, said, ‘‘Why man, you’re 
pale; you’re afraid!’’ ‘I know I am,” 
he quietly rejoined, ‘‘and if you were 
half as much afraid as I am you would 
run away.” When Wellington saw a 
man turn pale as he marched up to a 
battery, he said, ‘‘That is a brave man. 
He knows his danger and faces it not- 
withstanding.” 

Thomas had his doubt; nonetheless, 
he was loyally devoted to his Master. 
‘““Many an earnest soul,’’ says Richard D. 
Dodge, “groping its way through the 
darkness of intellectual certainty, un- 
able to comprehend the meaning of 
much that is native to the religious 
life, incapable of accepting many of the 
articles contained in the doctrinal state- 
ments of the churches, has nevertheless 
proved its deep allegiance to the Christ 
and his cause.’”’ Christ has no rebuke 
for the disciple who is uncertain, who 
fears, who doubts, but who nevertheless 
loves him, and is willing to follow where 
he leads. Is it possible for one to have 
intellectual difficulties regarding any 
or all of the fundamental teachings of 


Christianity and still be a genuine Chris- 
tian? Can one honestly doubt and still 
be loyal to Jesus? Can one differ with 
much that he has been taught about 
religion and still be devoted to Christ? 


II. Questioning, Jn. 14:5-8 


It was Thursday evening, the day be- 
fore the crucifixion. Jesus was eating 
the last supper with his disciples. He 
had spoken to them of his imminent 
departure. The disciples were troubled. 
Then Jesus spoke those glorious words, 
as familiar and dear as any in the story: 
“Let not your hearts be troubled; be- 
lieve in God, believe also in me. In my 
Father’s house are many rooms; if it 
were not so, would I have told you that 
I go to prepare a place for you? And 
when I go and prepare a place for you, 
I will come again and will take you to 
myself, that where I am you may be 
also. And you know the way where I 
am going.”’ 

Then another voice broke in, inter- 
rupting the Master. It was the voice of 
Thomas. ‘‘Lord,’’ he said, “we do not 
know where you are going; how can we 
know the way?’ It seems to us that 
Thomas was very dull of understanding, 
but at least he was honest, and so he was 
willing, as few of us are, to confess 
ignorance. “His slow mind could not 
follow the Savior. Perhaps he was 
thinking of the kingdom on earth, which 
the Messiah would set up by delivering 
the Jews from the Romans, a conception 
of Christ’s mission which was deeply 
rooted in the disciples’ minds. That 
kingdom would have Jerusalem as its 
capital, so where would the Messiah be 
going? 

Dr. Clausen pictures the disciples 
pushing forward with impatient com- 
plaints, as the lovely music of Jesus’ 
wondrous words is stopped by the harsh 
interjection of Thomas. He sees them 
elbowing away the offender, urging a 
postponement of questions until some 
less sacred time. And very likely it 
did happen thus. But, it so, their 
attitude was not shared by Jesus. 


“Without a shadow of disappoint- 
ment, he pauses and proceeds gently to 
answer, with fulness of sympathetic 
understanding, the frank query of the 
doubting one. He would not go on until 
the doubt had been cleared up. He re- 
fused to consider himself as free to 
proceed until that knotted brow had 
been smoothed and those eyes confessed 
with their flicker of light that the hard 
point had been made clear. And we who 
resent the question sometimes fail to 
observe that the answer which it evoked 
is the most precious verse in «all the 
precious chapter; that without some- 
one to interpose a query, the finest gem 
in all this heap of jewels might never 
have been ours.” 


“Honest questions,’’ says Edward A. 
George, ‘‘candid expressions of igno- 
rance, often bring light. The unques- 
tioning spirit is sometimes only the 
result of superficiality. The faith which 
does not pretend to believe things it 
does not believe but which with incisive 
mind probes down to the deep things 
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tianity. Jesus had many things which 
they did not understand; and the candid 
questions of Thomas, the Doubter, 
brought to them all many an answer of 
illumination. Confession of faith is a 
duty,”’ but there are times when it helps 
to raise questions. And if we ask our 
questions, honestly desiring an answer, 
they will lead us into a fuller knowledge 
of the truth. 

Do you think we should encourage im- 
mature Christians—and mature ones— 
to ask questions about Christian truth 
or should we teach them simply to ac- 
cept the truth as it has been handed 
down? 
tions when they come? 


How should we deal with ques- 
What should 
we do with the questions that come to 
our own mind? Where and how should 
we seek an answer? Suppose there are 
questions that we cannot answer fully 
now; what then? 


Ill. Doubting, Jn. 20:24-29 


On Friday, Jesus was crucified; all 
day Saturday his body was in the grave; 
early Sunday morning he arose. That 
same day he appeared to Mary Magda- 
lene, to the women, to Simon Peter, to 
two disciples on the road to Emmaus; 
finally to ten of the disciples gathered 
together in the upper room. 
however, was not a member of the 
group. Why? We cannot be sure, but 
we have learned to know Thomas and 
we surmise that the impression pro- 
duced on him by the death of his Mas- 
ter was one of the profound 
discouragement. ‘‘I told him so,” is no 


Thomas, 


most 





AT THE BEGINNING OF THE 
NEW CHURCH YEAR—APRIL 


SOME VALUABLE HELPS 


—FOR TEACHERS OF CHILDREN 
(parents, too): Fill the Cup Gently, 
by K. J. Foreman 5 cents each; 12 
for 12; 50 or more, 1c each. 

—FOR W. O. C. PRESIDENTS: A 
Circle Chairman’s Prayer, by Mrs. H. 
D. Brown, Jr., is exactly what you 
will want to give to circle 

leader; 25, dozen, minimum order. 


each 


Note to S. S. Superintendents and DREs 


—FOR TEACHERS OF INTL. UNI- 
FORM LESSONS: When the studies: 
on the Ten Commandments begin on 
April 20, these teachers will be pur- 
ticularly glad to have Dr. Thompson's 
fine help each week. Let the S. 38. 
Treasury pay for these subscriptions: 
$4 each; or, five or more, paid for 
from the S. S. Treasury, only $3 each. 
new or renewal, to individual ad- 
dresses. 

—FOR ORGANIZATION LEADERS: 
We can still supply copies of the As 
sembly’s Reorganization of 
and agencies, 12 for 25c; 100 for 75c. 


Boards 


Postage paid where cash accompanies 
order. 
OUTLOOK @ 1 North 6th St. 
Richmond 19, Va. 
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of God is the faith which honors Chris- 
doubt what he said. His absence on the 
first day may have had some relation 
to this bitter feeling. This is confirmed, 
Godet suggests, by the manner in which 
he receives the testimony of his breth- 
ren. There is tenacity even in the form 
of his words. ‘‘Unless I see his hands 
with the mark of the nails, and put my 
fingers where the nails were and put my 
hands into his side, I refuse to believe 
this.’”” These were his words (Moffatt’s 
translation). We can feel the disciples’ 
indignation. They blamed him for his 
careless absence. They flouted him for 
his lack of faith. They branded him as 
a heretic for his hesitation. 

Not so Jesus. A week later, the dis- 
ciples were together again, and Thomas 
was with them. Though the doors were 
closed, Jesus entered and stood among 
them, saying, ‘‘Peace be with you.”’ As 
kindly and gently as ever, he made him- 
self known to the hesitant Thomas. 
“Put your finger here, and see my 
hands,” he said; ‘and put out your 
hand and place it in my side; do not be 
faithless, but believing.’’ 

Do the words imply a mild rebuke? 
I would say, not. We are deceived by a 
faulty translation. Jesus said, ‘‘Do not 
become faithless, but become believing.”’ 
It is not improper to ask for proof, he 
indicated. You have every right to ask 
your questions and require your evi- 
dence. You may 
have it. But only if you are willing to 
advance along the way that has been 
opened to you. You are now at the 
branching of the roads. Along one way 
lies faithlessness, along the other belief. 
Put me to the test, and you will be 
convinced. 

“Then Thomas, the doubter, met upon 
the very grounds of his doubt, over- 
whelmed to find unwilling to 
shrink from examination; conquered by 
the Lord’s aggressive demand that he be 
submitted to every possible test, did not 
reach forth his hand, did not touch with 
his fingers, but humbly satisfied, con- 
fessed himself conquered by the honest 
submission of Jesus.”” He did more, 


You desire assurance. 


Jesus 


rising by a single bound from the lowest 
degree of faith to the highest, he pro- 
claimed the divinity of his Master in a 
more than all 
those which had ever come from the lips 
of any of his fellow-believers, ‘‘My Lord 
und my God.” 


categorical expression 


Jesus replied, ‘‘Have you believed be- 
cause you have seen me? Blessed are 
those who have not seen and yet be- 
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lieve.”’ 
incredulity. This was no attempt to 
classify Thomas as among the unhappy 
believers. This was a challenge to the 
honest witnessing of a convinced man. 
And a command to spread the news of 
Christ’s fearlessness among those who 
might never see him. Thomas had been 
convinced. May there be many who 
will find like conviction through the 
uncompromising loyalty of the satisfied 
doubter. Go, tell doubters everywhere, 
that Jesus is not afraid of dangers for- 
seen, not afraid of honest questions 
sincerely broached, not afraid of the 
utmost scrutiny from any mind.” 

From that scene went Thomas, ready 
to be faithful to his trust. We catch 
our last glimpse of him waiting there in 
the upper room for the power of the 
Spirit. According to tradition, he 
labored in Parthia and Persia, and 
finally in India, dying at the last a 
martyr’s death for the Master who had 
conquered his doubt. 

Almost all young people pass through 
a period of religious doubt. It is a 
questioning age. What would Jesus do? 


‘This was no studied rebuke of 


‘*Resent the cool cruelty of probing 
investigation? Call every suggestion of 
danger a conservative cowardice? Brush 
aside every honest question with a show 
of impatient disdain? Call sincere in- 
quiry a lack of faith and brand it as sin? 
No. We can be sure that as he was to- 
ward Thomas, so he would be toward 
us. Predicting every danger, he would 
be glad when we counted the cost and 
fearlessly paid it; pausing for every 
query, he would not go on until every 
tangle had been smoothed away; open- 
ing himself to every examination he 
would take science by storm.” 

Christ complies with every legitimate 
demand for proof. In the nature of the 
case, mathematical proof cannot be of- 
fered, for we are not dealing with 
mathematics; strict scientific proof can- 
not always be offered, for we are not 
dealing with science. But the Chris- 
tian documents can stand the most rigid 
historical criticism and have; and 
Christ’s promises have been confirmed 
in the experience of believers. The 
gospel is tested in life. 

What do we mean by doubt? What 
causes doubt today? It is sometimes 
said that sin is at the basis of all doubts? 
Do you think this is true? Or is there 
a period of life when the mind is natu- 
rally prone to doubt? Does sin, or a 
low moral standard, ever lie at the root 
of doubt? ‘an a man know the truth 
if he is unwilling to do God’s will? 
What should be the attitude of the indi- 
vidual Christian toward one who hon- 
estly doubts? What should be the 
attitude of the church toward such? 
Should one allow his intellectual diffi- 
culties to deprive him of the rich bless- 
ings of fellowship with Christ? 


Lesson commentary based on “Inter- 
national Sunday School Lessons: The In- 
ternational Bible Lessons for Christian 
Teaching,” copyrighted, 1952, by the Di- 
vision of Christian Education, National 
Council of the Churehes of Christ in the 
U. S. A. (Seripture quotations are from 
the Revised Standard Version.) 
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BOOK NOTES 


THE RETURN TO MORALITY. By 
charles W. Tobey. Doubleday & Com- 
pany, Inc., Garden City, New York. 
123pp., $2.00. 

The author, Senator Tobey of New 
Hampshire, was a member of the Ke- 
fauver Crime Investigating Committee 
and this book grew out of his service 
in that capacity. His theme is simply 
that only a return to Christian morality 
can save our country from complete 
collapse. 

The book is divided into three narts: 
(1) The Indictment, (2) The Cause, 
and (3) The Solution. The first section 
is a very clear and interesting presen- 
tation of some of the findings of the 
Kefauver Committee. This section is 
well written and worth the price of the 
pook. The second and third sections 
however are poor. The author is neither 
clear nor logical as he seeks to explain 
and solve the problems which he has 
presented. His general principles are 
correct but he lacks an ability to be con- 
crete. 

In spite of its failings the book has a 
message Which Americans need ‘to hear. 
The message is made more forceful by 
coming from a Senator rather than from 
a preacher. To ministers and church 
laymen, the book brings also the heart- 
ening message that we have men in 
Congress who see only a spiritual solu- 
tion to the problems which confront us. 

BEN L. ROSE 
Bristol, Va. 


BRIDE OF THE SABBATH. By Sam- 
uel Ornitz. Rinehart Co., Inc., New 
York, 410pp., $3.75. 

If literature holds up the mirror to 
nature, this novel is literature of very 
high quality. It is the story, theught- 
ful, discerning and deeply sympathetic, 
of New York’s East Side from the turn 
of the century to the beginning of World 
War I. In particular it portrays the de- 
velopment of a second-generation Amer- 
ican Jewish boy from Orthodox child- 
hood to liberal Americanized manhood. 

The author pictures the life of the 
teeming tenements with ccmplete can- 
dor and impartiality. The Jews, all 
Irish, the Negroes, and other groups all 
play their part. Bits of wit and comedy 
are over-shadowed by ever-present tra- 
gedy. One sees dire poverty and slavish 
toil, diseases of malnutrition and un- 
sanitary surroundings, untimely death, 
and degrading vices. But the divine 
spark in the human breast is not 
quenched. One sees Jewish and Chris- 
tian charity and piety. Devoted love and 
loyalty even unto death may put the 
average comfortable person to shame. 
The reader will learn much of ways of 
life that are unknown to many, and will 
have sympathies broadened and deep- 
ened and his feeling for humanity as a 
whole intensified. 


Many characters are prominent in 
the story. They are carried through in 
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the narrative with great artistic skill. 
The reader actually feels himself pre- 
sent at the scenes that are presented, 
and there is never a sense of unreality. 

Samuel Ornitz has himself passed 
from an Orthodox Jewish boyhood to 
liberal Americanized manhood. He 
treats all human groups and the various 
religions with genuine sympathy and 
deep understanding. To quote his own 
words: 


“TIT wrote this book for the several 
million Americans who are bewildered 
by their peculiar isolation, who must 
want to know how they got that way 
and their own contribution to it—And 
there are millions of non-Jews vho are 
bewildered by it—I think it will help 
them to be better Christians to read and 
study this book. T think I can help them 
see, when I get all through, why Chris- 
tianity has failed to come off.” 

BE. D. KERR 
Decatur, Georgia. 


EUROPE AND AMERICA. Their Con- 
tributions to the World Church. By 
Daniel Jenkins. Westminst-r Press, 
Philadelphia. 72 pp., $1.50. 

The author, a Briton who has studied 
and taught in America, believes that the 
churches in Europe and America have 
much to contribute to each other, but 
that certain misunderstandings on both 
sides of the water, need to be cleared 
away if both are to make their full con- 
tributions to the ecumenical church. The 
author is convineed that, among other 
things, America needs to iearn from 
European theology, especially that of 
Karl Barth, which has greater depth 


than theology in our own land; that 
Europe can aid America in rediscover- 
ing the meaning of churchmanship; and 
that its laymen have gone far beyond 
our own in Christian thinking about the 
secular order. 

This is a small book, but it is worth 
reading and pondering. 

ERNEST T. THOMPSON 


BOOKS RECEIVED 








The Scots. Moray McLaren. Penguin 
Books, Baltimore. 65 cents, paper. 

The Bible Story for Boys and Girls 
(Ola Testament). Walter Russell Bowie. 
Abingdon-Cokesbury, Nashville, Tenn. 
$3.50. 

Catholicism and 
James M. O’Neill. 
$3.50. 


Freedom. 
New York. 


American 
Harpers. 





CLASSIFIED 


SIX CENTS per word and inital including 
address. Minimum: $2, cash with order. 








FOR SALE 





MONTREAT, N. C. One large 8-story cot- 
tage with three baths and shower room 
for two large families. Also one small 
cottage, two baths, two bedrooms. Both 
with modern conveniences. Rent by sea- 
son only. Write to Suite 9-B, Doctors 
Building, Charlotte 7, North Carolina, 





FOLDING TABLES and CHAIRS 


STRONG end DURABLE—Easy to Fold Tables and 
Chairs fer Church and School Use. 


For Contod by Representotive or- 
ustrated " 


ty Literature, Write 
FLOWERS SCHOOL EQUIPMENT CO., 














Have you 


How 
Bea 


* Transformed 
_Persol— 


pee 
9 be 


£ STANLEY JONES 





in the year. 


physical vitality. 


e for daily devotions 


“Interesting . . 
Tribune 


384 Pages 





learned... 


—— How To 


Transformed 
Person 


The New Book of Daily Devotions 
by E. STANLEY JONES 


Clear, effective guidance into a transformed, completely renewed life—365 
brief devotions: scripture, meditations, prayer, and affirmations for every day 


Here are logical steps out of self-centered frustration and futility into a 
transforming Christian experience—clear guidance to spiritual, mental, and 


HOW TO BE A TRANSFORMED PERSON can be used 


e for weekly study or discussion groups 
e for reading, like any other book, as a continuous whole 
- important ... persuasive... 


Pocket Size 
AT YOUR BOOKSTORE 
ABINGDON - COKESBURY PRESS 


Bea 


straightforward.”—Fort Worth 


$1.50 








15 











MINISTERIAL 
MENTION 








CHANGES 


John D. 
president of Arkansas College effective 
June 30 in order to become superintend- 


Spragins, has resigned as 


ent of home missions of East Arkansas 
Presbytery. 

James W. formerly of 
Blackey, Ky., has begun his new work 
as pastor of the Elizaville, Mayslick and 
Washington, Ky., 

Sam S. Cappel from charlain’s school, 
Newport, Rhode Island, to U. S. Naval 
Hospital, Va. 

W. M. Rice, who has been serving the 
Wayside church, Signal Mountain, Tenn., 
has begun his new work with the Green- 
wood and Speedwell churches, Gen’) De- 
livery, Reidsville, N. C. 

Joseph M. Gammon, of the Atkinson 
Meml. church, City, 
been called to active service as a Naval 
chaplain. 

Walter Clarence Easton, Jr., 
Austin Seminary graduate, has been or- 
dained Pon- 
chatoula, La. 

P. L. Grier, ARP pastor in Louisville, 
Ga., and moderator-elect of the ARP 
yeneral Synod, has accepted a call to 
the Newberry and Kings Creek, S. C. 
ARP churches, effective in April. 

Julian S. Sleeper, Batesville, Ark., 
will assume his new duties as pastor at 
Marietta, Okla., April 1. 


MacElree, 
churches. 


Portsmouth, 


Morgan La., has 


recent 


and installed as pastor at 


John E. Richards, First church Col- 
ya., has been called to the pas- 
of the First Church, 


umbus, 
torate 
Va. 

E. D. Vaughan, Mizpah church, Rich- 
mond, Va., has been called to the Salem, 
Va., church. 


Roanoke, 


ASSEMBLY SPEAKER 


Samuel Moffett, Presbyterian 





Davis and Elkins College 


Elkins, West Virginia 


A four-year college for men and 
women. 

Member of and accredited by North 
Central Association of Colleges and 
Secondary Schools. 

Emphasizes Christian 
and thorough scholarship. 

Personal interest in the individual 
student. 

Beautiful campus; 
mate; modern buildings; 
equipment. 

A splendidly trained faculty of 
Christian men and women. 

A good place for an investment 


R. B. PURDUM, President 


Character 


bracing cli- 
excellent 





USA, 





China, has been an- 
nounced as a speaker at the pre-Assem- 


missionary to 


bly conference on evangelism, Charles- 
ton, W. Va., June 5. 
VISITING PROFESSOR 

Zachariah Keodirclang Matthews, of 
the faculty of South African College, 
Fort Hare, will be the Henry W. Luce 
Visiting Professor of World Christianity 
at Union Seminary, New York, during 
19 2-53. Mr. Matthews, a native 
African, is professor of social anthropo- 
logy, native law and administration, and 
head of the department of African stu- 
dies at South African College. 


South 


INSTALLATION 


Clyde H. Canfield has been installe¢ 
as president of Tarkio (Mo.) college 
Inaugural speaker was Car! S. Winters 
First Baptist Church, Oak Park, Il. p 
Canfield, who was pastor of the Firg 
United Presbyterian church, Denve 
has succeeded M. Earle Collins, no 
president of Missouri Valley college. 


Miss DeVere Maxwell, DRE at Arm 
strong Memorial church, Norfolk, Va, 
is making a satisfactory recovery at he 
home in Tuscaloosa, Ala., following 
recent automobile accident. 





THE EYES OF THE 
ASSEMBLY 
ARE UPON THIS 
REMARKABLE COLLEGE 


Red Springs, N. C. 


FLORA MACDONALD 


Marshall Scott Woodson, President 








1776 Hampden-Sydney College 


A liberal arts college for men 


1952 


EDGAR G. GAMMON, President 
Hampden-Sydney, Virginia 








SOUTHWESTERN AT MEMPHIS 


Coeducational 


A four-year Liberal Arts College, offering a choice of courses 
leading to the bachelor’s degree. 
dentistry, theology, and engineering regard Southwestern’s 
pre-prcfessional training with highest favor. 


Peyton N. Rhodes, President 


Colleges of law, medicine, 


Memphis 12, Tennessee 








DAVIDSON COLLEGE 


CHRISTIAN CHARACTER IS NOT 


AN ACCIDENT 


John R. Cunningham, President 








ment, beautiful campus. 





PEACE COLLEGE 


First and second-year college courses; two years of high school. 
General, Commercial, Home Economics, Music. 
academic efficiency, spiritual sincerity. 
Glee Club, Sports. 
tions for 1952-53 session should be made now. 


William C. Pressly, President, Raleigh, North Carolina. 


Transfer, 

Program develops self-control, 

Cultural advantages. Modern equip- 

All courses accredited. Applica- 
For catalogue, write 








THE PRESBYTERIAN OUTLOOK 














